ulhb VILLH‘JI‘J bs L
ihond How It B

-

The following story reletes to the origin of the Village Swimming Fooli-

Fear of the loes of the origin end construction history of the Village Swinmuing
Yool crmuses ths writer, who was instrunsnt &1 in it's planning end consiruction,
to attenpt to relate some of the Fool's background for historical purposes.

Back in 1933-%4, times wers touvgh end meny men were out of work, our country's
econony et a low ebb The Government, reslizing the unrest and seriousncss of
world conditions, enacted the 1I,R.A. a federal program whereby Federal Funds

could be spent en wortnwwnlle projects, and as a direct result of this program,
millions of the nation's idle men would be put to work to earn a mcager day's wage
wnereby he could support hizself and his family.
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Throughout the Nation, Folitical Sub-divieions were requested to make known to their
County Authoritiee( inm this cuse the Sterk County Comzissioners) worth vhile projecis
that would reflect a general benefit to its comnunity, and the employment of a Mul-
titude of un~cuployed men,

Requests for projects were submitted to the Stark County Comalssioners, and they in
turn would submit them to the Starlk County Engineer's Office for reviesw to determine
their elepibility, acceptance or rejection as a project worthy of general benefit

to the community.

The writer, who ves = Deputy in the Stark County Engincer's Office was very close to
this progrem, end fully convinced thet any worth-while project submitied by the
Village of Canal Fulton would receive its due consideration.

“Mr. John Dugan wes Meyor of the Village et this time, end the writer the Villsge Clerk,
Upon recelipt of & formal reguest from the Stark County Comuissioner's Offiice asking
the Village Council to prepare and submit proposed prejects for this program, the
Village Council appointed the Mayor, Mr. Dugan and C,E.Gainey, Clerk 4¢ act in bee
half of the Village , and to submit for epproval such projects as they deemed bene~
ficial to the community, and thst would werrent with-oul question the expenditure
of Federal Funde under the Governments E,R,A, Frogram

Huch théught, end the burning of wmidnight o3l wes given by Mr.Dugsn and the writer
in searching out acceptlable nrogectu th t would not exceed the amount of money
aelotted Lo the Village under this progreum.

dmong the several projects propeosed, Mr,Dugan the Mayor, suggested we construct a
dam in the Ohio-Zrie Canel within the Village to provide & place for swimming for
the pcople on Canal Fulton, This proposal did noi meet the approval of the Village
Couticil, as the canal was &t low ebd and pretty much of a mesguito hole and swempy,
due to & breal in the banks of the Kimishila Feeder, from which water was fed into
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the canal,

In ths course of our scerch for a more desireble location for e swirming poel, which
we thought would be an esset to the Village vwhereby the people of Canal Fulton could
enjoy tnuJuechp, Mr. Dugen the Mayer and a goog citizen of our village , bzcame il1
and died from his emilment, leaving the responsibilily to the writer to carry on in
this matter,

In the sarly part of the spring of 1934, the writer vho was home frow work recupera wing
from an attack of the flu; was stonding et the front window of the Rey Myers Ford
Gorage soslting in some of the early spring sunshine end looking down across the canal
and river. Knowing thet the lend lying between the canal and river was village prop-
erty, and had bezen laid out as am Marlet Place vhen the village was first laid out,
it being bublic property prompled the writer to remark in the presence of Mr. Myers,
that this location would make en ideal place for the Village Swimming Pool.




My suggestion did notl meet with the full approval of Kr. Rey Mycrs, this did not
.cause me to dismiss my thougnts of its possibility, as I was determined to investi-
gate its peossibility, in e few days, after fully recovered from the fiu, ond with
the aid of my son Keith, we ran levels From the Csnal to the River to uﬁtcrklnc the
fall in elevation bztiueen the two bodies of water. R
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The writer and the Villege Council was fully awere of the fect that high flooding
ol the Tuscaraves Hive culd overflow in to the pool if constructed in this location,
Every-one cenceded that thie was of a minor nature snd would happen only once in a
long time, end the land being Villege property there would be no land cost,
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Upon completion of the survey, I, found to my surprise thet a pool 8 feel deep et its
outlet end could be constructed with gravity flow of water from the Cenzl into the
FPool, thence from the pool to the River, along with filter beds ai the inlet end of
the cenal which would supply the water for the pool.

1 of the Village Council, who directed the writer to

This location met the spprova
prepare a preliminary drawing of the proposed location aleong with elevations, This
vas done and presented tlo the Counly Commissieners, who in furn presented our appli-

cetion Lo the Sterk County PEngineerd Cffice, lir. VWade Schidler, County Fngineer. and
who's office was charged ‘ﬁth checking, prosccution and supervision ¢f &ll projecis.

Vithin a few days the County Pngineer dispatched & survey crevw to the scene and made
e thorough survey froa which final construction plans were made for the construction
©f the Sw1mmlﬂg Pool ai Cansl Pulton, Q.

This project, due to its nature, had to be approved by the Stark County Health Dept.
and elso the Stale Heslth Dept. in Colwsbus, 0. The writer being & good friend eof

the Btark Countf Heslth OfTicer which was Doctor Floyd Stewp, had no trouble in having
him epprove the project, The next hurdle to cover was the State Health Dept. in Col-
uztus, 0, A Dr. Stemps suggestion, he and I drove to Colusbus snd with his fine :
maxmer oi perswasion, he convinced the Columbus people that this was & fine improveucent
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for the pc0glc of Canal Fulton. S¢,home we came with the blessings of the Health Dept,

of the Stals of Chio.

Construction of the Swimming Pocl began on June 4, 1934, The concrete focters, walls,
inlet and outlet to and fra; the pool were completed in November of 1935, MMr. Orton
Hathie was the project foremen on all of the above work,

struction of the pool did not include the 6 fooi brick walk iround the pocl,
This was accomplished by members of the Canal Fulton Rotary Club along with other
public spirited citizens of the villsge., Around 1935, Route # 21, was being repavsd
end the section just below Lock ;%4, wes being sbandoned in favor of about one mile
of relecation of the road, Cn this ssction of the ¢ld road which was abandoned, the
existing brick pavemsnt wes still in tect, but was to be rewoved at = later date by
the contractor, HMr. Blmer Voght of Massillon, 0. Thru the efforts of Garl HeFarlend
& hard working and devout Rotarian sud the writer, we imposcd upon and was given

Mr. Vogts permission to remove from the old abandonsd road bed enough brick to uske
e 6 foot walk all around the pool for sanitsry purposcs; The task of removing the
brick frem the road bed, the trucking of them to the pool, cleaning and laving the
briclt on & prepered sand cushion and finally the cemsnt grouting of the brick in
place was finally coupleted thru the fine co-operation of the Rotary Club members
and the many Tine eitizens who were possessed with that comuunity spirit of making
Canal Fulton a better plsce to live in.

major improvements were made to the pool from yeor to year, '
o any years would make his visii to the pool iwice & week {8t abo
at the waler end remove the debris and leaves from outlet overflow,
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The Village Council elways provided the necessary chemicels for the trestueni of
the water also tne funds for meny minor items necessary to keep the pool in good
graces with the Bsalth Depariment.

Then in later years the Rotary Ciub elong with the co-operastion of a Fari Boerd
gssumed all responsibilities of mensging the pool end the meinteinance of the
Village Puarl, Even at thie early date , no plecs in Stark County could boast of
having & Fark and Fool like the one in Cenal Fulton, and this is definatly dus to
the public spirited people of the Village. of Fanal Fulton,

WILHING POCL DADA

Construction began——r—rremmrmme e June 4, 1924
Construction Completed ~wemmmmmeeeen tov.18, 1934

CRIGIKAL BREAH~DCWLI OF CO8T3

Federal Pundse——m—— e e e e 65450,68
Cenal Fulton Village Fundg-—-—memoormmmom 271.68
Original Total Cost 35522, 56

OTHER DATA

Yool cpened up for swimsing, Summer ofee—mmmemeen 1925
Pleccd 100 tons of sand in pool-—cememcmoccaan 1935
Pool opened Xey 20,1936, Avorege daily bathers—- 60
Instakled Diving Board —mem e e o e 1935
~ Placed 40 tons of sand in Pool eeemmmcem e —— LY
Insgtalled extra outlet,{north end of pool)e——we-- 19357
Placed warning signs sround pool-——memmmmemeeuo -~ 193
Installed Ludder, Juno.ee s e e 103
Pleced Stone in bottom off Poolrmmmem e cem e 1923
Concreted portion of Pool floor, June,--—r—-—r=w 1940

Many other fine improvements have been made to the Fool since 1940, the most
outstanding one being the erection of a Bath House, Water filiering systewm and
the enclosing of the pool with & Page wire fence which was installed in 1567,

This report on the Canal Pulton Swimming Feol is from the memory end nmcager
records of ths writer who was very much concerned in Villege Improvemenis.

March 3, 1968 _ : _ C.E,Gainey




